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On 28th November 2014 Ratika Velu led an excellent SoE seminar, focused on 

the educational lives of children growing up in rural Maharashtra State in 

western India. India’s Right to Education (RTE) Act (2009) has resulted in a 

significant expansion of educational provision in India so many of these children 

are the first in their families to attend school. Currently only around 10% of the 



wider population have completed secondary education and school ‘drop-out’ 

rates are high. Ratika told us how she had travelled from her home and work as 

a teacher in Watford UK to capture the experiences of twenty 10-12 year old 

children attending a school with an unusually high attendance rate. In the part 

of Maharashtra State that Ratika visited, family incomes are on average £42 per 

month and employment tends to be fishing, land labouring, food gathering from 

nearby forests or construction work. For her qualitative case study, Ratika found 

that establishing trust with the children was very important before she could 

gather data. She then found that the Maharashtra children told her they often 

had to balance school work with significant responsibilities at home, including 

caring for grandparents and younger siblings and working on the land. 

Ratika hopes that her study will provide insight into the educational needs of 

these first generation learners and that her findings may influence future school 

improvement programmes. Following Ratika’s presentation, colleagues who 

attended the seminar were able to ask her questions about her work, leading to 

a most interesting discussion about generalisablity in research. Scroll down for 

Ratika’s PowerPoint presentation. 

Dr Jane Murray 
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Aim

To maximise opportunities and reduce challenges for education encountered 
by first generation learners in rural communities of India. 

Justification and Relevance

This cohort has the largest number of drop-outs at all levels of education in 
India.

Research Design

Qualitative  and flexible case study approach 

 

 

 

  



 

Contact

 Locating and identifying a purposive sample from a rural community within 
Maharashtra State;

 Introduction to gatekeepers working in the field by Professor Rose;

 Identifying a school fit for purpose;

 Permission for conducting interviews;

 Establishing trust;

 Arranging a convenient time and date for data collection.
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Sample

 First generation learners in a rural community in Maharashtra;

 Number of children: 20;

 Age range: 10-12 years.
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Village

Population: 
Scheduled castes and scheduled tribes; 
Each village consists of about 100 people living in 15-20 houses.

Occupation: 
Fishing;
Daily wage land labourers; 
Food gathering from adjoining forests; 
Construction work.

Education:
Majority are not literate but have completed four years of primary schooling from 
Zilla Parishad School;
Less than 10% have completed Secondary schooling.
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Challenges

 Ethical Issues;

 Making Valid Generalizations;

 Respondent Bias;

 Communication.

 

Conclusion

It is hoped the study will provide some insight into the educational needs 
of first generation learners and influence future school improvement 
programmes of both governmental and non-governmental rural 
development programmes.
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