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Graduate School Update Day and Poster 
Competition on May 24th

The Graduate School are running their

rescheduled Update Day for Postgraduate

Researchers and their Supervisors on May

24th in the Creative Hub. All PGRs and

doctoral supervisors are invited, so please

add to your diary/calendar. You can book

your place and see more details on

Gateway. 

At Update Day we will also be holding the

15th Annual PGR Poster Competition.

Posters will be displayed digitally with an in-

person judging session. The event is open

to all of our PGRs, no matter what your stage

of study and there are prizes to be won for

the best posters. See the Graduate School

blog for the Call for Posters. An online skills

development session in poster design is

open for booking on Gateway (26/4 @12

noon).   

Save the dates! 
Update day for Supervisors and PGRs on May 24th

UON Annual Research Conference on June 21st and 22nd

UON Annual Research Conference 
June 21st (online) and 22nd (on campus)

After a few years of online only, the 2022 UON

Research Conference will be a hybrid, with

one day online and one day in-person at

Waterside campus. This gives researchers and

PGRs an option to present either online or

come onto campus for a networking

experience with lunch and to meet up with

collegues. Please note the conference will

now run on 21st and 22nd, not the 23rd, as

previously advertised.

The conference organising committee will be

sending out the call for papers after Easter, so

watch out for that via this bulletin, the

Graduate School Blog or by email. There will

be plenty of opportunities for all researchers

to present their work. There will also be a 3-

Minute Thesis competition for PGRs.  Watch

this space for more information after Easter. 

mailto:Ahmed.Basil@northampton.ac.uk
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/86wy9/graduate-school-update-day-2022-
https://researchsupporthub.northampton.ac.uk/2022/02/23/call-for-entries-graduate-school-research-poster-competition-2022/#more-16267
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/86v69/designing-effective-academic-pos


WEBINAR OR WORKSHOP TITLE

Managing Qual Data: Collection/Analysis (ONLINE)

Getting Started  Day for new PGRs (ONLINE)

Designing Effective Academic Posters (ONLINE)

Making progress: becoming an independent 

researcher (CAMPUS)

Finishing your Thesis - Submitting and preparing for 

viva (ONLINE)

Getting Published for postgraduate researchers 

(CAMPUS)

Academic Writing at Postgraduate Research Level: 

Dr Adair Richards, guest facilitator (ONLINE)

DATE / TIME

5 Apr 2022, from 09:30 to 11:30

25th April, from 10:00 to 16:30

26th April, from 12:00-14:00

09 May 2022, from 14:00 to 16:00

11 May 2022, from 10:00 to 13:00

17 May 2022, from 11:00 to 13:00

31 May 2022, from 10:00 to 16:30

More workshops and webinars have been added in 

the last 2 weeks to the Gateway Calendar, including 

viva preparation and editing & finishing your thesis, 

getting published, academic writing at PG research 

level and more. Please see the Gateway calendar to 

book and for all other workshops and webinars. 

Researcher Development Workshops for PGRs

Being a research degree examiner
26 Apr 2022, from 12:00 to 14:00

Prof  Ian Livingstone 
26th April 12-2pm 
Venue: Waterside LH115

This workshop is intended to help you to

prepare to act as a research degree

examiner, both within the University of

Northampton and at other HEIs. We’ll

discuss: how examiners are recruited; the

roles of internal examiners, external

examiners and independent chairs; the

conduct of the oral examination; how you

choose between the variety of outcomes

available to you; and the variability of

practice between (and even within)

institutions.

Coming up on 10th May, Supervising the

End Game, a workshop on how you, as a

research degree supervisor, can support

your student through the final stages of

writing up, submission and viva.

For supervisors

Hugh Kearns is recognised internationally as a

public speaker, educator and researcher. He

regularly lectures at universities across the world,

including Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, Berkeley

and Stanford. This year we are pleased to

announce that he is returning to run two online

sessions for us. The first, The 7 Secrets, for PGRs

on 6th June, describes what research students can

do to finish on time, to overcome isolation, doubt

and writer’s block, whilst enjoying the process. 

Hugh's 2nd webinar will run on 14th June and is

for all researchers. Communicating the Impact of

your Research will help you to learn how to

communicate effectively about your research and

its impact. Whether to fulfil funding obligations, to

create further funding and collaboration

opportunities or to encourage the application of

your findings for your own career.

For further information about Hugh and about the

workshops, see the links above or the Gateway

calendar. 

The 7 Secrets of  Highly Successful 
Research Students & Communicating the 

Impact of your Research

https://research.northampton.ac.uk/86wxq/finishing-your-thesis-submitting
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/do/phd-event-navigation/listing
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/86831/being-a-research-degree-examiner
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/8682z/supervising-the-end-game
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/86ww7/seven-secrets-of-highly-successf
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/86ww6/communicating-the-impact-of-your
https://research.northampton.ac.uk/do/phd-event-navigation/listing


PGRs are invited to apply for funding from the 

Postgraduate Researcher Award. Please see 

below for details. The Postgraduate 

Researcher Award provides up to £1,000 to 

support a research student in the pursuance 

of their research degree programme at the 

University of Northampton. 

The Award is available to full-time or part-time 

postgraduate research students at the 

University of Northampton. DBA and 

DProfPrac students must have completed the 

facilitated modules and be eligible for 

registration on the Professional Research 

Module.

The intention of the award is to support and 

enhance research activity of various kinds (for 

example, additional travel costs, purchase of 

specialist equipment, researcher 

development). Funds awarded must be spent 

by 31 July 2022. For more information and 

how to apply please see the Graduate School 

Blog. 

Postgraduate Researcher 
Award 2022

The University of Northampton has issued a new version of its Ethics Code and 

Procedures, which provides guidance, regulations and expectations for all research 

by staff, PGRs and students at the University. The Ethics Code and Procedures has 

been fully revised to reflect current guidance in relation to safeguarding, data 

management, risk assessment and Covid. The new Ethics Code and Procedures is 

accompanied by newly revised templates for consent forms, participant information, 
data management plans etc which researchers should adapt to their project. 

From April 1st 2022, all new PGR/staff ethics applications must be underpinned by 
this new guidance, and all Faculty/course/module ethics review processes must 
align with the new Ethics Code and Procedures.

New Ethics Code and Procedures 

The University of

Northampton's Searchlight

Archive Research Group is

pleased to invite people to

register to attend our free

online PGR and ECR

conference on 22 April

2022. We are also delighted

to announce that Prof.

David Renton (SOAS),

historian and barrister, will

give a keynote titled

'Emotion, Culture, Identity:

The Anti-Fascist Novel' to

begin our conference.

Fri, 22 April 2022; 

09:55 – 16:50

You can register here 

Post-war Anti- 
Fascism, the Radical 
Right and the Far- 
Right: 

https://researchsupporthub.northampton.ac.uk/2022/03/31/postgraduate-researcher-award-2022/
https://researchsupporthub.northampton.ac.uk/2022/03/31/postgraduate-researcher-award-2022/
https://searchtundra.northampton.ac.uk/?tag=9a15c521-5e75-4cf4-bf06-1a0a3eeef370
https://searchtundra.northampton.ac.uk/?tag=9a15c521-5e75-4cf4-bf06-1a0a3eeef370
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/post-war-anti-fascism-the-radical-right-and-the-far-right-pgrecr-conf-tickets-261309913987
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/post-war-anti-fascism-the-radical-right-and-the-far-right-pgrecr-conf-tickets-261309913987


Would you like to 
volunteer to be a 
participant for one 
of our researchers? 
Ben Wright from 
the Faculty of 
Science and 
Technology is 
conducting 
research into the 
effects of isometric 
exercise on blood 
pressure. The study 
aims to assess the 
effects of 
homebased 
isometric training 
to lower blood 
pressure.

See the flyer to the 
left to take part. 

Research 
participants 

needed!

The Graduate School are shortly going to launch an opportunity for PGRs to apply for 
coaching. Coaching is about creating clarity and helping you realise your personal 
potential. A coach can help you to bridge the gap between where you are now and 
where you would like to be more effectively than if you worked alone. Coaching is 
about empowering you to move forwards, finding your own methods to overcome 
bad habits and blocks. Coaching can 
·Challenge your current way of thinking, to identify unhelpful thought patterns and 
find better ways to tackle a specific problem
·Provide manageable steps and agree actions to help you move on

For details of the Graduate School Coaching Programme look out for an email to the 
PGR Distribution list and a post on the Graduate School Blog next week! 

PGR Coaching opportunities

mailto:Ben.Wright@northampton.ac.uk


You are cordially invited to attend this research seminar given by Corpus Navalon Guzman, a 

Ph.D. student at the University Of Murcia, Spain who is currently a Visiting PGR at UON. 

Wednesday 20 April 2022, 2.00-3.00 p.m. 

Venue: On Campus, Learning Hub Room LH 228. 

Abstract: 

Despite the constitution of concepts like Queer Trauma (Cvetkovich 2003), research to date still 

approaches the traumatic experiences of queer children from a psychoanalytic perspective. 

Therefore, the main aim of the present study is to articulate a non-medicalized perspective of 

trauma in queer childhood through the analysis of selected contemporary Anglophone 

literature and films. As paradigmatic accounts of traumatic experiences, the corpus selected will 

be explored following a methodological approach that combines queer (Butler, Freeman, 

Halberstam) and trauma (Cvetkovich, Balaev, Forter) theory so as to follow a threefold objective: 

(1) to examine texts and visual materials as sites of negotiation between materialized traumatic 

experiences and different cultural discourses on gender and sexual identity; (2) to delve into 

accounts of the traumatic aspects of queer development in search of patterns that avoid 

psychoanalytic representation.; (3) to determine if these depictions reconfigure traumatic 

experience as a productive site that creates new value to queer children’s representation and 

cultural practices. 

‘Not Just a Phase’: Queer Trauma of Early Lives in Contemporary Anglophone Literature 
and Film 

Transfer seminar: Maxine Brimblecombe. "The dissociated mind in children’s and young adult literature".
Wednesday 13 April 2022, 14.00-15.15 p.m. Venue: On Campus; Learning Hub Room LH 121.

You are cordially invited to Maxine Brimblecombe's transfer seminar. 

Abstract: 

Children may not be the first individuals you think of when considering post-traumatic stress

disorder, but today we are more aware of the effects traumatic events can have on individuals

including children.  Children across the globe face a range of traumatic events, such as war,

natural disasters, and the loss or absence of parents.  As adults there is often a need to protect our

children from these realities and to shield them, we as parents, guardians or educators have either

sanitised their literature or restricted their access to it by deciding what to buy them, teach them

or what freedom we are prepared to give them to explore a literature that is supposedly theirs. 

 This has not, however, prevented authors and publishers from continuing to produce and

promote stories which represent childhoods, which the literary critic Peter Hunt comments is ‘not

necessarily, or even commonly, a nice place to be ’ (80), and therefore why shouldn’t their

literature present this reality? 

  

My research will be exploring how children’s and young adult literature presents the child

protagonist as they deal with the unpleasantries of childhood, with a specific focus on those who

have experienced the loss of a parent, whether by abandonment, adoption, or bereavement.

Here is also a collaborate link for people who are willing to attend but cannot make it to campus: 

https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/95c15cef6e544926ae4df5a49c795ea5


PhD Transfer seminars: Come along and support our postgraduate researchers

RIFS news

The RIFS team produces a monthly

e-bulletin. Each e-bulletin brings

you updates on: the latest research

news; the latest funding news and

opportunities; news and events

from the Graduate School;

upcoming events and faculty

research drop-in dates where you

can have your research questions

answered by the RIFS team and the

Research leader of your faculty

each month.

Do you have anything for this 
newsletter?

PGRs? Would you like your Transfer 
Seminar advertised here? Or are you a 
member of staff with a Faculty seminar 
coming up? We are always looking for 
content for this newsletter, which will be 
published every other Thursday. So if you 
have any Faculty news, notice of  seminars 
and events, conference call for papers... or 
anything else you think would be of 
interest to the PGR/Supervisor/Research 
community, please send items for 
consideration to 
Simone.Apel@northampton.ac.uk. 
The next newsletter will be published after 

Easter on Thursday 21st April and the 

closing date for items for consideration will 
be 12 noon the Tuesday before publication.

Every year Research Support hold an annual event called the

Diamond Research Awards, to celebrate both our researchers

and those that support them. 

UON Diamond Research Awards: 
Nominate your Doctoral Supervisor or Doctoral Student

The Excellence in Doctoral Supervision award celebrates Doctoral supervisors from

across the University, nominated by current students who think that their supervisor

should be recognised for excellence in this area. The best supervisors provide an

inspiring role model, clearly guide their students through exams, assignments and

publications and help them to achieve research of the highest calibre.

The Postgraduate/Doctoral Researcher Award focuses on excellence in research for

doctoral students. Excellence is demonstrated through contributions to one’s field of

study and an ability to communicate research results effectively to relevant audiences.

These awards are now open for nominations and close at midnight on 29th April. If you

are interested in nominating a supervisor or a postgraduate researcher then click on the

links above or contact pure@northampton.ac.uk.  

https://mypad.northampton.ac.uk/rifs/research-news-and-events/monthly-research-e-bulletin/
https://mynorthamptonac-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/simone_apel_northampton_ac_uk/EaICHBurUCtChry9kIxZNSwBgwttCKfiveNWs704pI69hg?e=AYB4zp
https://mynorthamptonac-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/simone_apel_northampton_ac_uk/EQoZywc4RHpDqpADWR5_17MBzTR35tx_hZESo-7lsGwnaA?e=xoiYri
mailto:pure@northampton.ac.uk

